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Volunteers step up to 'Give Kids o Smile'
College provides $ 73,000

worth of dental services, free
of charge, to local children

BY KAT}IY C}IANG
SrailYnbr

f-tor Hope Holbeck, chairvomm of the

ff dental hygiene program at Middlesex
I County College. participating in the
Give Kids A Smile program is rewuding on
mmy levels.-' '"The program focuses on children who
would otheruise not have access to dental
care," she said.

Middlesex County College was among
a handfiil of local public and private loca-
tionS to participate in the Give Kids A Smile
program, which was held all around ihe
country on Feb. 3. In NewJersey, under the
direction of the New Jersey Deltal Associ-
ation, the prograrr is made possible through
the culrnination of the efforts of several or-
ganizations. Each February, the public md
private sector dental coinmunities come to-
gether to ensure the delivery of care to thou-
smds of cudren who otherwis€ may not be
61" to 

"c"".. "*".Holbeck said the college's dental hy-,
giene program has been paricipating in the
prognm for nine years. She and C:itherine
Rei$r co-chair the effort.

'"This program gives active dental care
with a public support system," she said.
"Sometimes- dental cae is inaccessible and

the clinics have long waits."
The program also serves to educate stu-

dents on dental hygiene.
The college saw approximately 85 chil-

dren this year, providing an estimated
$73,000 worth of dental work. Some 50 to
60 professionals, including dentists and hy-
gieniss from the area,. volunteered their
time for the program. Holbeck said the col-
lege sees an average of 70 to 100 children
each year.

'"The New Jersey Dental Association
reaches out to school nurses in November
and they relay the children to us," she said.

Holbeck said the 30 or so students in the
college's two-year dental hygiene pro$am
participate duing the day.

'"They fiIl different roles, whether they
are in charge ofshowing educational videos
to the children or taking X-rays," she said.

Some of the students dressed as tooth
fairies.

"They help escort the children around and
bring theni from spot to spot, squelch their
tean if needed, just to make the day as fun
as possible,l' said Holbeck. "Some of these
students have never visited a dentist before."

Holbeck said the focus ofthe progrm is
notjust on screening the children.

"An exmination is included. and clean-
ing," she said. "The dentists are doing as
much as they can do, including some emer-
gency care if needed, such as root canals on
baby teeth. The goal is to do as much work
at one sitting to prevent anymore dental is-

shachl Bengali of Edison, a 2007 Mlddlesex county College gtauuate' works on Adrlan
solopekov of North Brunswick, who ls comforted by capt. Fluotlde, otherwite known as
Leah Santangelo of Edison, who is in the dental hygiene program at MCC.

sues in the future. Of course,
this is not always possibie."

Other work included fi]I-
ings, extractions, fluoride
featments and stainless st€el
crowns.

Ammda Jucks, of South
River, is a dental hygiene stu-
dent at the college.

"I helped out lastyer and I
feel that this is a grcat oppor-
tunity to provide any cme for
these children, when otherwise
they wouldn't have access due
to the economy," she said.

Leah Santangello of Edi-
son dressed as Captain Fluo-
ride to cheer up some of the
children who were scared.
One child sat in her lap as his teeth were

-fueing checked.

'2 'The day has been great so far," she said.

"I'm here to encourage the children-"
Dr. Irvin Sherman, who has dental prac-

tices in East Brunswick and Avon-by-the-
Sea, has volunteered his time since the
progam started at the college.

"I give the lectures to hygienists at the
college," he said, noting that he specializes
in pediatric dental care.

Asked why he participates in the pro-
gram, he said he felt like he needed to give
something back

"This is just a wonderful waY and
method to give back," he said. "The chil-
dren re wonderful." U

Dr. Joseph Muscatiello, who has had'a
family dental practice on Plainfield Avenue
in Edison for more than 30 years, has vol-
unteered his time in the program for the past
eight years.

"It's a great way to give back a little," he
said. "I do a lot of charity work at my of-

Taha Nasr (l) of Plscataway practlces brushlng wlth the
help of Middlesex County College dental student Biial
Jhaveri of Edison.

fice. Some of these kids need legitimate
work done, and I don't want to do too much
here. It is important that these children do
not have a bad experience. If they need ad-
ditional work done, I give them my card and
I have them set an'appointment and I'11 do
the work at my office for ftee."

Muscatiello said his family practice con-
sists of deotal hygienists MaryAnn Wolk
and Jane Perrina, who have been with him
for a long time. He said he also tries to hite
hygienists from the dental hygiene program
AtMCC.

"I hold the program in high regard," he
said. "Hope lHolbeck] is fmtastic, and I
have a good rapport with the college."

Holbeck said in addition to providing
care for the children, she hopes the students
in the college's dental hygiene progam re-
ceived lifelong lessons beyond the walls of
the classroom.

"We have had former shrdents who are

dental hygienists come back and volunteer ...
we must be doing something right " she said.


